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The Keeper by Mal Peet – El Gato, the greatest goal keeper in the world, has just won the World Cup and is being interviewed by sports journalist, Paul Fautino. Imagine Paul’s surprise to find that El Gato grew up in the rainforest, worked for the local logging company and in his teens wandered upon a mysterious soccer field in the middle of the forest where he was trained by an apparition. Is this great sportsman under too much stress? This is a truly different sports story …where personal growth trumps even the game.
Leonardo da Vinci by Kathleen Krull – This is a very readable biography about the most famous “Renaissance Man” and about the end of the Middle Ages in which he lived. In a time when pig manure was a cure for nosebleeds and people believed in magic, Leonardo’s life-long craving for knowledge yielded hundreds of drawings and notebooks. It is claimed that the notebooks’ survival would have changed the history of the world.
Gossamer by Lois Lowry - This is a haunting, memorable story that floats between reality and imagination.  From where do dreams come?  In this tale, they come from dream makers – stealthy, kind, night-workers who enter a house in dark to feel out warm memories and who leave before daylight. In the story a very old, lonely woman and a very angry, damaged little boy who comes to live with her are desperately in need of good dreams.  But dark horrors sometimes find their way into dreams – brought by the “sinisteeds”, who prey on the vulnerable.  They fall upon a house in great fiery hordes!  How will the gentle dream makers succeed? This short novel will stay with you for weeks to come.
New Boy by Julian Houston - Fifteen year old Rob Garrett, bright and gregarious, is leaving his segregated Virginian town and packing for a Connecticut boarding school. He will be the first and only black student on campus.  Both he and his parents know what an opportunity this is, but Rob is not prepared for the subtle prejudice and the loneliness that he experiences his first term.  The South is changing, and when he returns home for Christmas break, Rob finds his former high school classmates planning a sit-in at the local lunch counter. He also meets a girl he wants to get to know better. Will he… can he go back North? This historical novel is filled with quiet courage ... a great read.

Ask Me No Questions by Marina Budhos 
 As part of a U.S. government crackdown on illegal immigration after 9/11 Muslim men were required to register with the government and many were arrested because their visas had long-since expired.  Families who had lived and worked in this country were suddenly and forcibly reminded of their illegal status without any likelihood of changing it.  For 18-year-old Aisha, this means the end of her dream of going to college and becoming a doctor.  For 14-year-old Nadira, her younger sister, it means coming out from behind the shadow of her perfect older sister to reveal her own strength and find a way to reunite her nearly shattered family … a timely read.

The Boy Who Spoke Dog by Clay Morgan - Jack, a shipwrecked orphan, is marooned on a mysterious island where a flock of sheep is herded and cared for by sheepdogs, but no humans are to be found.  Jack struggles to survive as he encounters in the forest another pack of dogs ... vicious, accomplished hunters of sheep, dogs and man. To stave off loneliness, Jack must form a bond with the narrator of the story, Moxie, the youngest of the border collies. With imagination, the lasting themes of self reliance and loyalty are explored in this suspenseful tale.

Jimi and Me by Jaime Adoff -  Keith James is moving with his Mom out of Brooklyn, NY to a small town in Ohio.  Keith's musician father was shot in a variety store hold-up ... wrong place, wrong time.  All Keith has left is a trunk filled with his dad's psychedelic clothes and a zealous appreciation of his dad's favorite musician, Jimi Hendrix, guitarist extraordinaire.  Keith finds comfort in Jimi's music, wisdom in his lyrics, and he manages to keep his dad’s memory close until powerful secrets from the past come to light and everything changes. 

Sleeping Freshmen Never Lie by David Lubar -  A terrific novel! High school freshman, Scott Hudson, is expecting a baby brother/sister. He writes a journal to this unborn sibling about how to survive high school as he negotiates the perils of his own first year. The journal entries are heartwarming and hilarious.  Scott's inspiring English teacher keeps the pace of the story moving as he challenges his classes with thought provoking assignments.
Under the Baseball Moon by John Ritter - Andy's trumpet-playing ability goes through the roof whenever Glory is watching. And her softball pitches smoke the batters if Andy's in the bleachers. It seems almost too good to be true.  Or is it all due to the elegant, eerie man in black who promises fame and fortune? Can this man really deliver?

 Life As We Knew It by Susan Beth Pfeffer - Miranda's world begins to change overnight when an asteroid pushes the moon closer to Earth. Tidal waves destroy cities, volcanic ash blots out the sun, and people are panicking in the streets. Is this the end of the world? 

Cheating Lessons by Nan Willard Cappo – Can honesty be the worst policy?
Bernadette Terrell has always known the right thing to do. Not the most popular girl in school, her focus has always been on academic, not social, success. When her favorite teacher names her to Wickham High School's state championship quiz bowl team, she believes that she has reached the pinnacle of her high school academic career. However, her elation quickly fades as she begins to suspect that perhaps someone cheated to get Wickham into the contest and is cheating still. Cappo's blend of suspense and humor makes Cheating Lessons a riveting story about right and wrong -- and the downside of trust.

The Higher Power of Lucky by Cassandra Campbell - This 2006 Newbery Award winner is filled with superb characterizations and can be read on many different levels.  The loveable, eccentric heroine feels she has run out of luck as she contemplates the loss of her guardian, a move to a California orphanage and parting with her beloved dog, HMS Beagle.
Wolf Brother by Michelle Paver - Six thousand years ago. Evil stalks the land. According to legend, only twelve-year-old Torak and his wolf-cub companion can defeat it. Their journey together takes them through deep forests, across giant glaciers, and into dangers they never imagined. This fast-paced adventure delves into a world of spirits and mysticism.  It is the first book of the Chronicles of Ancient Darkness. Don’t miss Book 2, Spirit Walker (2005) and Book 3, Soul Eater (2006).
The Great Brain Book: An Inside Look at the Inside of Your Head by H. P. Newquest -  Newquist peels back the layers of the brain to explain what it's made of, how it works, and how to make your brain work for you. From eyeballs to neurons, vivid illustrations show pieces of its complex structure. Brain surgery and brain abnormalities are explained, as is the function of sleep and dreams.  This is an informal and intriguing look inside your head.
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